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On Sunday 9 November, Jewish people and 
Christians gathered to remember Kristallnacht, 
the Night of Broken Glass, on 9 November 1938. 
The anniversary of Kristallnacht, so significant 
to the role of the Council of Christians and Jews 
WA (CCJWA), was well attended and a moving 
occasion for the students and adults present.

In his welcome, the current and founding 
Chairperson of CCJWA, Reverend Professor 
Rowan Strong, mentioned that, when the Council 
was formed in 1995, it was because Kristallnacht 
was regarded as the historic beginning of the 
Holocaust. At the time, there was no thought 
that the disturbing and distressing events that 
occurred in Germany in the1930s would resonate 
with Jewish people in Australia and elsewhere 
in 2025, thirty years later.

‘If our Council means anything,’ said Rev. 
Professor Strong, ‘and this Kristallnacht 
Commemoration means anything, it is as a small 
but meaningful repudiation of the Jew hatred so 
manifested in 1938 and in the genocidal years 
that followed.’

The Occasional Address was given by 
Rabbi Justice Marcus Solomon, a judge of the 
Supreme Court of Western Australia since 2021 
and Senior Rabbi of the Dianella Shule. In a 
forthright and insightful speech, Rabbi Solomon 

spoke on the topic ‘Antisemitism: When will it 
end, and how do we respond?’

‘It will not end,’ he answered, ‘so how to 
respond is the important question.’

Using the Book of Esther and the festival of 
Purim as a model for Jewish life and values, he 
urged Jews to celebrate the realities of their 
faith and culture. This means fighting back 
against the insidious and increasingly hostile 
perpetrators of antisemitism, not with anger and 
a desire for revenge but by upholding goodwill 
and harmony in society.

Also, to be a Jew is to be a Zionist, based on 
the centuries of Jewish indigenous, indisputable 
yearning for their historic homeland. It is to 
oppose the ideology which has turned Zionism, 
and increasingly Judaism, into a term of abuse. 
While Rabbi Solomon’s answer to a response 
to antisemitism focused mainly on how Jews 
should respond to it, he also said that Christians 
and people of other faiths who uphold similar 
views are in a powerful position of advocacy in 
our society.

For the first time, students from Temple 
David, Sari Mace and Phoebe Lehrer, and Bronte 
Brown and Oceana Oakley from Perth Modern 
School gave their insights into Kristallnacht 
and  the Holocaust. Their thoughtful and 
heartfelt  presentations gave the audience 
an insight into how their generation is 
affected by history and the awareness of their 
responsibility to carry the hopes of the next 
generation.

Prayer, candle lighting and song were all part 
of the ceremony, and the Patron of CCJWA, His 
Excellency the Hon. Chris Dawson AC APM, 
Governor of Western Australia, led the reading 
of the Prayer for our country. The prayer for 
peace was read by Vice Chair of CCJWA Marie 
Wilson in place of Steve Lieblich, Vice President 
of JCCWA, who was unable to attend.

The first memorial candle, in memory of the 
six million Jews and other victims of genocide, 

was lit by Rabbi Kim Ettlinger, Hon. President of 
CCJWA. The second candle was lit in memory 
of the righteous among the nations by CCJWA 
Committee member Dr Sr Margaret Scharf OP, 
representing Archbishop Timothy Costello, 
SDB. Crystal Lee from Perth Modern School and 
Rachel Benjamin from Carmel School carried the 
third candle, the Candle of Hope, down the aisle 
to the stage to join the other two candles.

Past Chairperson of CCJWA, Trevor Creewel, 
led both the Yiskor and Kaddish prayers. The 
prayers and readings were interspersed with 
musical interludes. Cellist, James Maley, 
performed the theme from Schindler’s List and 
an excerpt from Kaddisch by Maurice Ravel. 
Carmel High School Choir, featuring Leor 
Yedid, sang Gesher Tsar Me’Od (‘A very narrow 
Bridge’) and later Halicha L’kesariya (‘A Walk 
to Caesarea’), a poem by Hannah Szenes with 
music by David Zehavi. The choir concluded 
proceedings with Oseh Shalom.

We acknowledge CSG for their guidance and 
care in protecting all who attended, and thank 
the CCJWA committee members, particularly 
Mary Marshall, for their work and organisation 
of the event.� Hilary Silbert
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