2008 Kristallnacht Commemor ation

The commemoration of Kristallnacht on Sunday, 9 &nber was held in the Ballroom of
Government House and was the best attended funetven held by the Council of

Christians and Jews of Western Australia. Over foumdred guests attended, including
His Excellency Dr Ken Michael AC, Governor of WesteAustralia; the Leader of the

Opposition; and the Consul General of the Unitedtet of America. Apologies were
tendered by Mrs Michael; the Premier; the Lord MagbPerth; and our Chairperson, the
Reverend Dr Rowan Strong who was on compassioeate |

The Reverend Dr Charles Waddell acted as Mast€eafmonies.

Prior to the commencement of the formal programetheas a display of projections of
scenes from Kristallnacht and its aftermath, accamgal by suitable music.

In an introductory address, the Reverend Ken WiliaModerator of the Uniting Church
in Western Australia, spoke of the strength ofriiaiéh dialogue. He thought that seventy
years after the dreadful events of 1938, anotheemggion could keep the candle alight and
move to a new understanding.

Choristers from Carmel School gave an emotive temdiof the song “Shema” by

Bella (Rotenberg) Levitan and Abie Rotenberg; amddents of All Saints’ College

provided an introduction to Muriel Rukeyse’s “To beJew in the Twentieth Century”
before reciting the poem. Against a background mbraepriate music, students from
Sacred Heart College presented readings from Latiens and Isaiah, dramatised with
graceful liturgical movement.

The principal address was given by Kenneth Arkwiri@iAM, Vice-Chairperson of the
Council of Christians and Jews, Western Austrddien emphasised, that during the sorry
history which started in 1914 and continued untd43, there was a conspicuous
opportunity presented to the “World Powers” to téka action which could have obviated
the horrors of World War Il. This moment was Kristacht, 9 November 1938! It was on
this night that the world became aware of the exé® to which the Nazi Regime could
descend, to further its evil plans and appallirepidgy.

Ken, who was then aged ten years, shared his pdregamories of that dreadful time, as
from the following morning, 10 November 1938. Ore ttvay to school he passed the
chocolate shop where he had entered many timesehefompletely shattered. Chocolates,
mixed with glass, were strewn on to the road. Aiggohan, who was standing nearby,
invited Ken to help himself to these chocolateg,warned him to be careful of the glass!
What a find for a 10 yeanld boy to have an unlimited amount of chocolategdt!

He arrived at school to find that it was closed aedwas told to go home. A ndewish
friend of the family suggested to Ken’s parentg thay go into the forest and stay there for
a day. This they did, although at first Ken’s fatisas not so keen to do so. On hindsight
they were grateful to the friend for his wise caelns



After spending time in a Labour Camp, Ken was medclsome 400 kilometres in a
temperature of minus 20 degrees, to the Concentr&mmp of GrosfRosen, where he

spent a considerable amount of time. His food ctedi of one meal a day, a bowl of
insipid-looking liquid and a piece of bread about half #iwe of the palm of one’s hand.
What to do with this small piece of bread? Shoulaki eaten in one mouthful, or broken in
half and saved for the evening? What a decisioma&e when one is starving for lack of
food.

He escaped from Gro$®osen and lived with a nefewish peasant family under a false
identity, having to conceal that he was Jewish.

Churches and synagogues, he told us, are place® \whkeple all too often express their
separation from others. A ballroom is a place whmreple mix, embrace, and face each
other, discovering for themselves a fellow humaimdgpeken remembered that it was in the
ballroom in his home town where Jews had to praettoer after their synagogues had
been destroyed, where they were assembled by this iabe deported to Concentration
Camps where their fate was determined, and as tleyshad to learn that any internal
differences between them must be put aside. Thest ,emnember first and foremost that
they had something in common — they were all Jews.

So it was serendipitous, that thé"Zanniversary of Kristallnacht should be remembéned
a ballroom. Ken thanked the Governor for his gesigrdn opening the ballroofpart of
his home for this thoughirovoking occasion.

The event gave an opportunity to all present tqpatlee mindset of youth, determined to
look to the future and to leave behind, thoughtadorget, the nightmares of the past.

Following the address, two students of Wanneroad8étigh School recited extracts from
the play “I Never Saw Another Butterfly” by Cele®aspanti.

Prayers were then offered; a Jewish prayer reaRdibi Moshe Bernstein followed by a

Christian prayer read by Judith Schneider. Silewes then observed for two minutes,
while images were projected of burning synagoguesdestruction of properties, finishing

with a crash of broken glass. A confession of reimamce was then spoken by all, after
which a short address was given by His Excellefitye Reverend Marie Wilson then gave
an expression of thanks.

All then stood and recited this poem, which wasnfbwn the wall of a Cologne cellar
where Jews had been hiding from the Nazis:

| believe,

| believe in the sun, even when it is not shining.
| believe in love, even when feeling it not.

| believe in God, even when God is silent.

Finally we were invited to greet our neighbourshatihe words “Shalom, Peace”, seeking
out in particular those of the opposite faith.



Images now shown were expressive of hope, anddediyphotographs of synagogues
restored after their destruction during Kristallnacand of some which had remained
unscathed in the pogrom. The initial music playeasva recording of “Inscription of
Hope”, a setting of the words from the Cologneargeltomposed by Z. Randall Stroope,
and sung by the choir Exordium — St Stephen’s School

His Excellency remained for some time talking witle fprincipal speakers, and groups of
people continued to talk about the Commemoratiofl. aitendees, whatever their
background, agreed that this was a profoundly ngweittasion.
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